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From the President…

I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Jason Jacob and I live at 4652 Fallwood Drive.  I was 
elected president of Shenandoah North Subdivision in April 2005.  Since that time I have had the 
opportunity to walk around the subdivision and meet many residents.  I have not met everyone but I plan 
on doing so in the near future.  I chose to volunteer my services to the subdivision because I feel I can 
make a difference.  Before I go any further I would like to thank the previous president, Mr. Mark Carr for 
the time he devoted to Shenandoah North over the years.  Mark put in many personal hours attending 
meetings at the Metropolitan Council, maintaining the entrance of the subdivision, hosting neighborhood 
gatherings and countless other tasks that being president of a homeowners association requires.  To Mark, I 
say thank you.

To give you a little personal history of myself, I moved into Shenandoah North in February 2004.  I lived 
in the neighborhood previously from 1990-1994 on Summerwood Ave.  I am very happy to be back in the 
subdivision.  When I moved back to Shenandoah North, I inquired whether the neighborhood still had an 
active association.  I recalled that during my first stay in the neighborhood, the association was at times 
very active depending on the presence of events affecting the neighborhood.  I believe that people want a 
good, safe neighborhood to live and raise their children in and a way to achieve that is through a strong 
neighborhood association.

To better serve the neighborhood and allow interaction between residents, we have created a website.  The 
site is  www.shenandoahnorth.org.  Our webmaster, Arne Christiansan has done a fabulous job.  Please 
email or call him at 753-5121 with any suggestions for improvement.  The site will continually improve 
as more information is added to the site.  

Another service to you is what you are reading now.  At one time the subdivision had a newsletter named 
Inside the Loop.  Through this newsletter, information was passed along to residents of the subdivision.  
We have decided to resurrect this letter and hope that you find it helpful.  We encourage residents to 
submit articles.  Please contact Melissa Christiansen @ 753-5121 for more information.  The newsletter 
will be disseminated quarterly.

According to the Association’s By-Laws, membership is strictly on a volunteer basis.  Membership is 
based on the payment of yearly dues.  Currently, dues are set at $40/year.  These dues go toward the 
maintenance/beautification of the front of the subdivision.  It pays the water bill, buying of plants, cutting 
grass, etc…  While dues are not mandatory, everyone in the subdivision benefits from having a clean and 
manicured front entrance.  I entreat everyone; if you have not paid dues please consider doing so.  Just a 
little over half the houses in the subdivision contribute money for this endeavor.  We will be collecting 
dues once again in September.  Thank you to those who have contributed.

One of the first things I did as President was to research whether the subdivision had building restrictions.  
It turned out the subdivision does have restrictions which were filed with the Clerk of Court’s office when 
the subdivision was first developed in 1979-80.  I was able to track the original group of people listed on 
the subdivision restrictions and got them to notarize over the authority of enforcing the restrictions to the 
Shenandoah North Homeowners Association.  It was nice to speak to some of the original people who were 
involved in the development of the subdivision.  They shared with me some of the history of the 
subdivision and even told me that it was their children that actually came up with the street names.

I know no one wants to be told what they can and can’t do with their home but nonetheless the restrictions 
exist.  The only way building restrictions can be amended is for 100% of the subdivision to vote to 
amend.  That means if one household wishes to keep them the way they are or chooses to not involve 
themselves in the association then we must adhere to what is already filed.  I am open to amending the 



restrictions if the subdivision wishes to do so.  Please know that I am not going to be driving all over the 
neighborhood harassing people for violating building restrictions.  I would hope residents would be 
mindful of the building restrictions on their own accord.

Recently, everyone in the subdivision was provided a copy of these restrictions.  Please follow them. They 
are designed, like other subdivision restrictions to protect the overall visual integrity of the subdivision.  
Please remember, what you do or don’t do to the exterior of your house affects the quality of your 
neighbors’ homes!  This means people not maintaining their property, allowing inoperable down cars, 
boats, etc.., to sit in the yard/street and allowing things to generally deteriorate causes property values to 
fall.  I don’t think any homeowner wishes for that to happen.  In the future the Association has prepared a 
form for each homeowner to fill out when he/she wishes to do anything to their property.  The form will 
be approved/disapproved by the Architectural Committee.  Please keep this in mind before you embark on 
any construction projects that effect the exterior of your property.  Please remember that just because a 
resident chooses not to be a member of the association that doesn’t relieve that individual of the 
responsibility to abide by the restrictions.

As President, I sit on Councilman Darrel Ourso’s Metro 9 Advisory Committee.  This advisory committee 
is made up of various homeowner association presidents within the District 9 area.  Primary items 
discussed at these monthly meetings are zoning/construction related items within the District 9 area.  This 
is a public meeting and if you would like to participate on this committee or find out more information let 
me know.  The meetings are held once a month at Summit Hospital at 7 PM. 

Shenandoah North Homeowners Association has just been admitted to the Federation of Greater Baton 
Rouge Homeowners Civic Associations.  We were voted in at the February 9, 2006 meeting.  Dues for this 
organization costs $100.00 per year.  This will enable us to network with civic associations throughout the 
Baton Rouge area.  Meetings of the Federation are held on the second Thursday of each month at 
Independence Park BREC facility at 7 PM.  If you are interested in attending one of these meetings or 
would like to know more information, please let me know.

I would like to briefly touch on the issue of parking in the street.  East Baton Rouge Code of Ordinances 
Section 11:415 prohibits people using the street or the grass between the street and the sidewalk as a 
permanent parking place.  This is not to say that when someone has a party that guests cannot use the 
street for additional parking.  The problem arises when the street or a yard becomes someone’s permanent 
personal driveway.  The street is meant for driving on and traffic should not be impeded by parked 
vehicles.  This creates a driving hazard in which the parked vehicle would be at fault if a crash should 
occur.  Parking in the grass falls within the parameters of the building restrictions which I touched on 
earlier.  According to the restrictions all vehicles shall be parked in their driveway or garage.  

Please be courteous to your neighbors when you are expecting a large number of guests. It’s common 
courtesy to advise your neighbors.  The last thing your neighbors want is a large number of cars parking in 
front of their yards inadvertently impeding egress or ingress onto their property.  These are just some 
considerations to think about.

I humbly thank you for letting me serve you as your President.  I look forward to meeting everyone in the 
subdivision.  I urge everyone to get involved in the association.  If you should need to speak with me 
about a problem you are having please call me at 755-1454.

Sincerely,

Jason Jacob
President Shenandoah North Homeowners Association



 

NEW CANS…..

City-parish government is
requiring residents to use the new 96 gallon 
trashcans.

The new cans have been delivered and are already 
being used.

Please be mindful of bringing in cans in a timely 
manner.  Empty cans can roll out into the street, 
creating a hazard.  Additionally, empty garbage 
cans not only detract from the appearance of your 
front yard, but also that of your neighbor.

WELCOME NEW 
RESIDENTS…..

Fruit baskets were delivered in December by 
Anna and Melissa to new homeowners/residents.  
Welcome to the neighborhood.

SPEED LIMIT……

Please be mindful of the 30 mile per hour speed 
limit.  Speeding is dangerous and can lead to 
tragedy.  The last thing we want is a child or 
someone’s pet being hit by someone traveling 
too fast.

YARD 
MAINTENANCE….
   
Residents should refrain from blowing grass 
clippings into the street.  This causes drains to 
clog and water to back up during heavy rainfalls.  
For those residents that pay a yard service, please 
advise them to either blow excess clippings back 

into your yard or bag them.  Thank you for 
consideration in this matter.

New Sign Going Up……

We will be giving our front entrance a facelift.  
A new message board will be placed at the front 
entrance.  We are still in the process of obtaining 
estimates, but the cost will range from $140 to 
$175.

New Members…..

We currently have 68 paid members.  Paid 
members are listed in the newsletter.  If you have 
paid, but your name doesn’t show, or if there is 
any error in spelling, etc. please call one of the 
board members.

It’s never too late to join the Association.  Feel 
free to drop your check in the mailbox attached 
to the message board at the front of the 
subdivision.  If you are uncomfortable with 
doing that, you can give it to one of the board 
members.

Incidentally, if you are a renter and do not wish 
to be an association member, please send this 
newsletter along to your landlord so that they 
may participate.  Please complete the renters 
form enclosed in this newsletter, and we will do 
the rest.  Remember, the association helps 
everyone in the neighborhood.  It has been cited 
by several real estate professionals as a major 
benefit.  This not only safeguards our investment 
in our homes, but also helps our home values to 
rise.

PETS....

Please refrain from having your pets “spot 
fertilize” your neighbors yards.  If you walk your 
dog please scoop after them.  Your local 
Walmart, Target, pet store etc.., have many 
products that address this issue.  



GETTING ON BOARD…..

We still need some additional board members.  
Ideally, we would like to have board members 
that are spread throughout the subdivision.  All 
you would need to do is attend a couple of 
meetings per year and help with any of the 
neighborhood projects such as fund raising, 
encouraging membership, etc.  If interested, call 
any of the officers listed in the newsletter.

 HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS COLLECTION 
DAY

On April 22 between 8 am to 12 noon area 
residents can deliver household hazardous wastes 
for safe disposal at the upcoming Greater Baton 
Rouge Household Hazardous Materials 
Collection Day.  Please see the enclosed 
brochure for further details.  This would be a 
perfect opportunity to clean your storage area of 
old paint and other items you are not allowed to 
put in the regular trash collection

NOTABLE DATES

April 14     Good Friday
April 16     Easter Sunday
May  14     Mothers Day
May  29     Memorial Day
June 18      Fathers Day

ASSOCIATION BOARD 
MEMBERS

Jason G. Jacob - 755-1454
Peggy Swavely – 752-6928
Arne Christiansen – 753-5121
Geri Smith – 751-6517
Anna Austin – 751-0552
Dino Demarte – 753-3585
Phyllis Chapman – 752-6314
Ben Holshouser – 756-0091

Newsletter Editors
Melissa Christiansen
Jason G. Jacob

  FIRE SAFETY….
When you roll your clocks forward; spring 
forward in the springtime and fall back in the 
fall; remember to change the batteries in your 
smoke detectors.  Your family’s safety is worth 
it.

FINALLY

We apologize if we have left out any information 
you might be interested in hearing about.  Let us 
know and we will include it in the next 
newsletter scheduled to go out in July.




